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E.O. 11652: N/A 
SUBJECT: MOBUTU VISIT 
TAGS: PFOR, UV 
REF: LOME 900 

1. ZAIRE PRESIDENT MOBUTU MADE VISIT TO OUAGADOUGOU 
APRIL 29-30. GOUV BROUGHT OUT CROWDS FOR FULL POPULAR 
WELCOME. PRESIDENTS MOBUTU AND LAMIZANA HAD 
SEVERAL SESSIONS TOGETHER. VISIT APPARENTLY SUCCESS. 

2. BOTH PRESIDENTS GAVE SPEECHES AT RECEPTION EVENING 
APRIL 29. LAMIZANA MADE WARM SPEECH OF WELCOME, IN 
UNEXCITING STYLE. HE MENTIONED PERSONAL FRIENDSHIP WITH 
MOBUTU (LAMIZANA VISITED ZAIRE TWICE). LAMIZANA 
PRAISED MOBUTU'S PARTY (MOUVEMENT POPULAIRE DE LA 
REVOLUTION) AS "ELITE OF AFRICAN POLITICAL THOUGHT," 

AND LAUDED EXPERIENCE LED BY MOBUTU (INCLUDING RESTORA- 
TION OF "AUTHENTICITY") AS OUTSTANDING POLITICAL 
EXAMPLE. 
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3. MOBUTU'S SPEECH WAS VIGOROUS PLUG FOR AUTHENTICITY, 
WHICH HE CHARACTERIZED AS BEING OASED ON: RETURN TO 
AFRICAN SOURCES; OPPOSITION TO IMPERIALISM/NEOCOLONIAL- 
ISM; MUTUAL RESPECT, ESPECIALLY RESPECT FOR BLACK 
PEOPLE: AND SINGLE PARTY SYSTEM. HE HAD CONSIDERABLE 
EMPATHY WITH VOLTANS IN AUDIENCE. SPONTANEOUS APPLAUSE 
CAME AT SEVERAL POINTS, NOTABLY WHEN HE SPOKE ON 
THEME OF MUTUAL RESPECT. 

4. MOBUTU MENTIONED SPECIAL PROBLEMS OF COUNTRIES 
WITHOUT COASTLINE WHICH STRICKEN BY DROUGHT, 

AND HE CALLED FOR SPECIAL OAU SESSION TO DISCUSS THIS 
PROBLEM. 

5. IN CLOSING, MOBUTU SAID AFRICANS WAIT FOR CLEAR 
DECLARATION BY SPINOLA ON TERRITORY UNJUSTLY OCCUPIED 
BY PORTUGAL. (NOTE: SPEECH PRECEDED SPINOLA'S RECENT 
STATEMENT.) 

6. COMMENT: GOUV VERY HAPPY TO HAVE MOBUTU VISIT 
BECAUSE OF HIS IMPORTANCE AS AFRICAN LEADER AND BECAUSE 
VOLTAN NATIONAL RENEWAL GOVERNMENT INSTALLED IN 
FEBRUARY EXPECTS TO HAVE SOMETHING IN COMMON WITH 
MOBUTU'S "AUTHENTICITY." IT ALSO POSSIBLE GOUV MAY 
HOPE FOR ADDITIONAL AID FROM ZAIRE, WHICH 

GAVE DOLS 125,000 IN DROUGHT AID TO UPPER VOLTA LAST 
YEAR. BUT JEN 
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